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Dear Friends in Christ:  
 
For so many in our parish there has been a longing to come to Mass, to celebrate the Eucharist, to receive the 
real presence of Christ in Holy Communion.  Houses of Worship are now able to open at 25% capacity.   
Bishop Scharfenberger, our Apostolic Administrator, has given churches permission to offer public Masses 
with the condition that we maintain the safety protocols detailed in the Diocesan Guidelines. 
  
Dispensation from Sunday Obligation Remains  

The dispensation given by the Bishop from the obligation for Catholics to attend Sunday Mass will remain in 
effect until it is safe to revoke it.  So it is that persons who are more vulnerable to the virus are strongly      
encouraged to take advantage of the dispensation and refrain from attending public Mass.  Our Livestream 
Masses will continue to be available each week.  You can visit SMAolean.org and look for the LIVE Stream 
links.  Also, consider attendance at any weekday Mass as an option. 
 
For Those Who Attend  

We who attend Mass must learn and adjust to the new cautionary procedures that are necessary and now in 
place during the pandemic.  You can imagine how important this will be as it pertains to welcoming           
parishioners, wearing masks and social distancing.  Parishioners themselves will receive guidance at Mass  
for seating, procession and reception of Holy Communion, and for dismissal. 
 
Reserving Your Seat 

If you plan to attend one of our published Masses, you will first need to reserve your seat.  If you have access 
to the Internet, you can do this through our parish website.  On the opening page, look for the link: “Sign up 
for Mass.” Here you will be directed to a page that lets you reserve the day and time of Mass, plus allow you 
to sign up your family members.  If you do not have access to the Internet, please call the parish office and our 
staff will reserve your seat for you.  If you sign up, we ask you to show up. 
 
Here are the protocols we will follow for Mass:  
 The six-foot minimum social distancing requirements must be observed. 
 Wear a mask, (2 years and over) covering mouth and nose before entering; keep the mask on during  
        Mass until you reach your car. 
 Upon entry and departure from the church, everyone must sanitize their hands with either a sanitizing 

agent they bring or from sanitizing liquids at the entrances and exits. 
 At this time we may admit only 25% of our seating capacity.  For this reason and for purposes of social 

distancing, only certain pews will be available for seating; these have been cordoned off or marked to  
indicate where you may and may not sit. 

 Families, of course, may sit together.  Individuals should keep a safe distance away from others. 
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 Avoid shaking hands, hugging or other close contact with individuals who are not members of your household. 
 Congregational singing is suspended to limit droplet dispersion. 
 In the interest of safety, the Sign of Peace is suspended and the practice of holding hands during the Lord’s 

Prayer should not take place as well. 
 Ushers will not be taking up of the collection. Parishioners will be invited to place their offertory contribu-

tions in the basket at the entrance to church, or apart from Mass, to give online. 
 Bringing up the offertory gifts will be suspended. 
 For those opting to receive Holy Communion, ushers will direct you to the Communion stations.  Please ap-

proach the minister only one pew at a time, always observing the six-foot minimum distancing between indi-
viduals who are not members of the same household and observing the mask usage practices. 

 Ministers distributing Communion will wear masks. They will sanitize their hands before and after  
        distribution. 
 Communion may not be distributed with gloves, nor be received by a member of the faithful if they are  
        wearing gloves; risks of mishaps with the Eucharist are too great. 
 Distribution of the Sacred Host will be carefully “dropped” in the cupped hand of the communicant,  
        avoiding skin-to-skin contact. 
 There will be no reception of Holy Communion on the tongue, nor reception of Holy Communion from the 

chalice.  Spiritual Communion is strongly encouraged for those unable to receive. 
 No items can be shared including the following:  holy water fonts, church provided hymnals & missalettes.  

All worship aids (programs, bulletins) are to be taken home by the person using the worship aid or bulletin. 
 The seating and other highly used areas must be cleaned and sanitized after each service (Mass) and before the 

next one can begin. 
 

Ushers will not be taking up of the collection.  Parishioners will be invited to place their offertory contributions in 
the basket at the entrance to church, or apart from Mass, to give online. We encourage online giving. It is safe and 
relatively easy to do.  You have been so faithful supporting our church when we had no public Masses.  We are so 
grateful and trust that you will continue to give intentionally. 
 

Departure from Mass  
Once again, in order to maintain safe distancing and avoid unnecessary contact, the departure from the Church 
will be done row by row.  This will eliminate any congestion at the doors.  Ushers will assist with this process.  
For the time being, I kindly request that you refrain from congregating inside the Church.  Hospitality and Parish 
Socials are suspended until further notice.  
 

For the duration of having to follow these protocols, we will need volunteers to help clean/disinfect surfaces after 
masses and in the work of providing ushering/hospitality.  Call the Parish Office at 372-4841 or fill out the online 
form on our website located below “Sign Up for Mass.” 
 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding of the guidelines for the safe return to church for 
public Masses and devotions.  Please continue to pray for those suffering from the virus and for those who care for 
them.  
 

Check our websites and social media platforms for any changes to our public schedules.  Meantime, stay safe and 
keep praying for the hastening of our being able to celebrate Mass together again soon!  


